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From the Democralic Review for April. _
The Progress of Constitutional Reform
i the United States.

It is now some three years since we were led by
the interest which was then wanifesting itself in the
S.xts of New York, upon the subject of Constitutional |
Reform, to attempt o definition of the trne end and
purpese of Constitotional guarunties, and the princi- |
ples by which their slteration or amendment should |
be conducted.* We then maintained, among other
things, that in governments where cll classes are so
fully represented as in the United States of America, |
where pullic opinion is so rapid in its formation and
cirenlilion, and so controlling im s wlhur:l}__f,.lhe
Consiitution should be subjected toa thoroagh revision,
once at least in the life-time of every gencration, and
such repairs be made as are clearly and steadfastly
demanded by a manifest majority of the voting popu-
Jation, for whom it is designed. Since we then
invited the sttention of our readers to this subject,
new Copstitations have been adupted by the States of
New Jersey, Louisiana, Texas, and Missouri; a
Copvention has been called for the purpose of revising
the Constitation of New York, and a similar call
vall probably be made before another year shall have
rolled away, by the people of Maryland and Virginis.
It 15 mafa 10 say, that within the space of seven years,
the Canstitutions of one third at least of all the States
of the Union will have undergone a thorough revision.

These facts prove two things—firat, that our view
of the constant impruvability of all pelitical Consti-
tutions, and their lability to the infirmities of aga,
is probably shared by a controlling proportion of the
American people; and secondly, that the pational
mind is ripe For extraordinary chauges and improve-
ments in Constitational scienee. The growth of our
people in this species of wisdom hes not beeu duly
l_i‘_!rP(‘r-"P-l for obvious reasons. A pation 18 & lvl'l‘.;
time setthing a principle of policy. While that prin-
ciple is the oceasion of political d:ifferences and Lostile
party orgamizations, i neither receives nor deserves
any more parmanent expression than it ean find
the laws and in the discordant opinivns of men.
When, however, it has been thus applied experiment-
ally, and has éntitled itsell to popular favor and
eonfidence, all hostility 1o it of course ceases, and
firom that time the sooner it is incorporated into the
fundamental law, the leas chance will there be for its
force tv be wasled or its teachings to be |.!a~r--gnrt§-:d.
But 10 try and o proeve a principle of goverament in

2, is necessurily a slow process; aund but a
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few, oven in this eountry of ready politieal interconrse
and communion, are the off=pring of eny smgle gene-
at: For the past haif century the national mind
of this evnntry has been storing up a vast amount of
poiitical wisdom, which is sure to make itself hear
and felt in our legislation and 1n the admmistration
of our public affairs, but wiueh has never been form-
aliv oo ] into the body of our poiitical
Indead, it is not too much to sey, that the people of
every Siate in the Union are far in advance of their
writie msitrtuhion, in p Hitical S'r_:ar'.r_'.'mi*u'l owinger
to t veneration for that instrument, they ever
he<itate it and postpone the solemn work of
thed Lith sqce. That work.
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| tion like that first established in New Jersey, without | maturity, of the capital

altering or amending it

Louisiana.—The new Counstitution of this State|
was adopted in Convention, on the 14th day of May,|
1845, superseding the old Constitution, which was
adopted on the 25ih day of January, 1812, The
Convention commenced its session at New Orleans,
on the 14th of Januarv, 1815 ; and sat, de die in diem,
until the 16th day of May, 1945—four full months.
The Hon. Joseph Walker, Senatorial Delegate from
the county of Rapides, was President, and Horatio
Davis, Esq., Clerk of the Convention. Among the
delegates were the mosteminent jurists and statesmen
of Louisiana. The debates contain much eloguence,
and appear to have been conducted with great digni-
ty ; but they are superficial. No subject appears to
have been exhausted before the Convention, nor do the
speakers ever, in their speeches, seem to have encoun-
tered the difficuity of principle upon which the sub-
ject of their discussion was depending. We are far
from believing, however, that the subjects bronght to
the notice of that body, were, in faet, superficially
considered, for the results of their deliberations were
marked by guite too much wisdom to admit of such
a suspieion being permanently entertained. Among
these results, we notice the fullowing provisions, as
worthy of respectful consideration :

The legislative power is invested in a Hours of
Representatives and a Senate, which are togethe:
styled ** The General Assembly of the State of Loui-
siana.” These bodies holl bienntal sessions, and the
delegates are chosen at bicamial eleclyons,

The members of the General Assembly are paid
four dollars a day while on duty, subjeet to an increase
or decrease, by law, to operate upon those who suc-
ceed the delecation that makes the change.

No ses-ion shall extend 10 a period beyond sixty
days; and any act done after that time by the General
Assombly, is void.

time for which he was elected, nor for one year there-
alter, be appointed or elected to any civil office of
profit under this State, which shall bave been created,
or the emuluments of which shall have been increased,
during the time such Senator or Representative was
in oifice, except to such offices or appointments as

No Senator or Representative shall, during the |

borrowed ; and said law shall be
irrepealable until principal snd intercst are fully psid and
discharged, and shall not be put into execution until after
ils enactment by the first Legislature, returncd by a geueral
election, afier its passage.

“ No divorce shall be granted by the Legislature.

“ The State shall not become subscriber (o the stock of
any corporalion or joint sfock company.

“ No law shall be revised or amended by reference to its
title ; but in such case, the act revised or section amended,
shall be re-enacted and published at length.”

The following very stringent provisions respecting
corporations, also deserve notice:

“ No corporate body shall be hereafler ereated, rencwed
or exiended, with banking or discounting privileges.

“ Corporations shall not be created in this Stale by
special laws, except for political or municipal purposes ;
but the Legislature shall provide, by general laws, for
the organizalion of all oiker corporations except corpo-
rafions with banking or discounting privileges, the
ereation of which is prohibiled.

“ From and after the month of Janoary, 1800, the Le-
gislature shall have the power to revoke the charter of all
corporations, whose charters shall not have expired previ-
ous to that time ; and no corporations, hereafter to be
created, shall ever endure for a Jonger term than twenty-

five years, except those which are political or municipal.

“ The General Assembly shall never grant any exclu-
sive privilege or monopely, for a longer period than twenty
years,

« No person shall hold more than one civil office at »
time, except that of justice of the peace.”

The new Constitution of Louisiana discovers more
political insight; and a more absolute reliance upoo
the principle upon which popular governments ar
based, than appears in the fundamental law of any
other State in the Union. We shall have oceasion at
| another time to notice, what scems (o us to be the
defects in some of its provisions ; but, up to this day,
it is doubtless the wisest political Constitution in
furce over sny nution or people in the world.

(To be continued.)

From the Delpla Oracle, March 21,

The following letter, written by a distinguished
citizen of this State, has been placed in our hands for
publication, believing it to contain the true view of
the “Batler Bill,” so ecalled. The gentleman «

may be filled by the elections of the people,

No person, while he shall exercise the funclions of
the priesthood, or a religious teacher of any denomi-
nation, shall be elicible to the General Assembly.

No person, who has been entrusted with public
moneys, hall be eligible to any office of profit or
trust under the State government, unti] he shell have
oblained a discharge for the amount of all moneys so
entrysied.

The Governor is elected for four yvears, and is ineli-
yible for the succeeding four years.

No member of Congress, or person holding any
office under the United States, or minisler of any
reficious seciwety, shall be eligible to the oflices of
Governor or Lieutenant Governor.

to the concurrence of the Senate.

When the two branches of the General Assembly
cannot agree as (o the time of sdjournment, the
Governor may adjourn them toa period not exceeding
four months,

The Governor has a velo upon all bills, and also
upon every order, resolution, or vote, to which the
copcurrence of both houses may be necessary, except
n a question of adjournment; and his veto can only
be overruled by o two-third vote of both houses.

The Judis iary of Lovisiann is more simply, and at
the same timwe, more efficiently organized that of any
her State in the Union.
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“ The judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme Court,
in District Courts, and in justices of the peace,

“ The Supreme Court, except in cases hereinafter pro-
vided, shall have sppellate jurisdiction only ; which juris-
diction shall extend 10 all cases, when the matter in dis-
pute shall exceed three hundred dollars.  And to all cases
ina which the constitutionality, or legality of any tax, toll,
or impost of any kind or nature soever, shall be in con-
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It frees the right of euffrage from all property qualifica-
tisas, but deates the priviiege to women and negroes, who
sujoyed that privilege uader the ald Conastitution.
Thae Legisiative pawer is vested in a Senste and General
y. Eaeh county sends one Senator for three
The General Awsowbly can never cousist of over

A sneonhl
years,
six'y,

Members of the Senate and Assombly shall not receive,
as compensalion more than thres dollars per le.fa* the
Jrat forty duys of their acavion, and not over one dellar
n.-rdlk__r'.‘_- conis per day for the remainder.

TAs crediz of the State cannot be louned, direcily or
indirecily, in any case.

The Legsiature shall not, in any manner, create any
debt or delis, lialulity or liabilities of the Htate, which
shall smgly, or in the aggregate, with any previous delt or
liabititivs, excead $100.000, except for purpases of war,
or 1o repel invasion, or 10 suppress insurrection, unless the
same eha!l be suthorized by a law, for some single obj-ct
ar work o be distiactly specified therein ; which iaw shail
provide the ways and means, exclusive of loaus, to pay
the intervst of stich debt or lishility as it falls due; and
tlso 1o pay and discharge the principal of such debt ar
liakility within thiriy-five years from the lime of contract-
g 'hereof, and shail be inepealable until such debt or
liabitity, and the interest thereon, are fully pud and dis
charged: sud no such law shall take effect until it shall,
sl & general eleciion, have been submitted to the peop'e,
and have received the sauction of & mejority of sll the
votes cest for and aguinst it at such election ;3 and all mo-
pey 1o be raised, by the suthority of such law, shall be
spplied only to the specific object stated therein, and to the
paymeal of the debt thereby creaied.

* This soction shall not be censtrued to refer lo any
maney that hos been or may be depoaited with this State,
by the governinent of the United States.”
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+ found a very imperfect
creating propensities of
vonn if no dificeulty should be
. copstruction. Weimagine,
bowever, that bot| s sod politicians are destined
to diffor eerionsly ; meaning, before this Cou-
stitution w:iil be us old as ils predecessor,

No person can be imgrisoued for debt, except for frand-

No person can be smprisonied for a militia fine in um®
ef peace.

Na divarea can ba granted by the Legislature,

Tie Legislature con neither impair coniracts, or tieir
remedies.

The assent of three fitths of the members elected to each
Loves, is requued, for granting, altering, continuing, snd
renewing any bank charer or money corporaiion, and all
guch charwem ate Jimited to a term not exceeding tweuly-
one yoars,

Privae pragerty may not be taken for public use, with-
ou! just compensation first made to the owner.

The vets of the Governor may be overruled by a majo-
rity, provided esch house recousidsr the bill. sfier the
seturn by the Governor, on some d+y subsequent (o that
o which it sha!l be 5o retarned to that house in which it
is v be roconsulered.

The Governor has power to suspeud fines and forfeit-
wros, mad (o grant reprieves. But the power to perdon
coarvicted criminals, and to remit fines and forfeilures, is
ouly possassed by the Governor, in eonjunction with the
Chancelior and the six judges of the Coart of Errore and
Appeals. or a major part of them, of whom the Governor
aball be one.

The judicial organization we are compelled to
estaem very imperfect. It haa nearly all the objection-
ahla features of the judicial organization of New
York Stars.  The following are the ouly points worth
noiicing hera:

The Justices of the Bgpreme Court, and Chanecellor
and Julges of the Court of Appeals and of Errors, are
sppointed by the Governor end Seaste f(or seven years.

The Judges of the Court of Comman Pieas are appoint-
ed by the Seaste and General Asembly for five years.

Cletks of enuntios and Surrogates are elected by their
respeciivo counties for five years.

We have no particular interest to point out the
defects and short comings of this Constitution, nor
do we imagine that they can be of great impor-

contented to live

tance o & people who have been
wearly-lhree-quarters of a centary, under a Constitu-
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testatlion, whatever may be the amount thereof; and like-
wise to all fines, foifeitures, and penalties imposed by
municipal corparations ; and in criminal cases, on questions
of law alone, whenever the punishment of death, or hard
labor, may be inflicted, or when a fine exceeding three
hundred dollurs is actually impused,

“The SBupreme court shall be composed of one clief
justice, and three associaste justices.a msjority of whom
shall constitute a quorum. The chief justice shall receive
a enlary of six thousand dollars, and each of the associate
judges a salary of five thousand five hundied dollars, an-
nually. The court shall appuint its own clerks. The
judges shall be appointed for the term of eight years,

“ N% duties or fun: long shall ever be altached by law
to the ‘\':i;rrr me ar District Ceurts, or lo the several judges
thereof but such as are judicial ; and the said judges are
,-.-w...‘:,;--r.-.!_;"r em receiving any fees of effice, or other
compensalion, than their salaries, for any civil duties
performed by them.,

* The judges of all courts shall be lishle to impeach-
ment: but for any reasonable cause which shall not be
sufficient ground for impeachment, the Governor shall
femove any of tham, on the address q/'rﬂrrr-‘ﬁanr:fu o_}"ﬂxe
members present of tach house of the General JAssembly,
In every such cawe, the cause or causes for which such
removal may be required, shall be stated at length in the
widress, and inserted in the journal of each house

“ The State is dirveted to be divided into not less than
twelve, nor more than twenty districts, over which one
judge may be appointed; except in the Jistricts of New
(sleans and Lafayette, in which the Legislature may ap-
polut as many as the public interesl may require.

“ Fach district judge holds his seat for six years.

“ The salary of a distriet judge may be fixed by law,
but never less than $2.500 per annum.

* The Distriet Courts shail have original jurisdiction, in
all civil cases, when the amount in dispute exceeds fifty
doliars, exclusive of interest. In all ernminal eases, and
in all matters connected with succession, their jurisdiction
shall be unlimited.

“The Legisisture shall have power to vest in clerks of
courts suthority to grant such orders, and do such acts
as may be deemed nocessary for the furtherance of the
sdministration of jastice; and in all cases the powers
thus granted shall be specified and determined.

“The jurisdiction of jostices of the peace shall pever
exceed, in civil cnses, the sum of one hundred dollars,
exciusive of auterest, su'joct to appeal to the Disiriet
Court, in such cases as shall be provided for by law.

wh, for the term of 1wo years, and shall have sach crimi-
nal jurisdiction aa shall be provided for by law.”

The following provisions, designed to prevent duel-
ling, seem more wisely conceived for such purpose,
than any legislation we have ever befure met upon
tius subject @

i « Members of the General Assembly, and all officers,
| befere they enter upon the duties of their offices, shall take
the following esth or affirmation :

“ [, (A. B.) salennly swear (or affirm,) that I will faith-
fully end impartislly discharge aud perform all the duties
incumbent oz me as , aceording to the best of my

and Laws of the United States, and of this State; and I
do further solemnly swear (or affirm,) that since the adop-
ton of the present Constitution, I, being a citizen of this
State, have not fought e duel with deadly weapons within
this State, nor out of it with a eitiz-n of this State; nor
have I seut or accepted a challenge o fight a duel with
deadly weapous, with a citizen of this Siate; nor have
scted ne second in carrying a challenge; or sided, advised,
or assisted any person thas offending ; so help e God.

shall act ae second, or knowingly aid and assist, in any
mauner, those thus offending, shall be deprived of holding
any office of trust or profit, and of enjoying the right o

affruge wnder this Constitution. . shiof

By the Constitution of Mississippi the Legislature bas
the power of prescribing the preceding oath of office to all
execulive sud judicisl officers before entering upon their
official duties,

“ Any person offering a bribe Lo procure any office, shall
be, in consequence, disqualified for holding the same.”

The following limitations upon the powers of the
State to contract debrs, are worthy of all acceptation :

“ The Legislature shall not pledge the faith of the State
for the payment of any bonds, bills, or other contracts or
obligitions, for the benefit or use of any person or persons,
corporation or body politic whatever. But the Stte shall
have the righ! to issue new bonds in payment of its our-
standing obligations or liabilities, whether due or net ; the
said new bonds, however, are not to be issued for a larger
amount, or st » higher rate of interest, than the original
obligations they are intended to replace.

«“The agygregale amount of Jdebts heresfler contracied
by the Legisiatore, shall never exceed the sum of one
hundred thousand dollars, except in case of war, to repel
invasions, of suppress insurreciions, unless the same be
suthorized by some law. fur some ringle object or work, to
be distinotly specified therein : which law shall provide

The Governor hulds the pardening power, subject |

They shall be elocted by the gualifiad voters of each par. |

| whom the letter is addressed, Mr. Scawright, was the
| represeniative from Clinton county, in the last Legis-
{lature. We ask our readers to give it a carefal pe-
| rusal :
| Ixptaxarorts, Feb. 14, 1816,
Hon. Wirson SEAWRIGHT :
Dear Sir—Your welcome letter of the I2th inst. i
|Just received. [ am much gratified o learn that the
great mass of the people, so far as they have had a
opportunity of understanding the general features of
| the State debt bill, are well pl From even
other quarter in the State, the bill is regarded witl
more and more favor, and you may rest assured tha
svoner or later, and I think quite soon, it is destined
to become quite popular. It cannot be otherwise,
| while honor and patriotism hold a seat in the bosom
{of Indianians. But yesterday we were under a dark
cloud of despair. Our farmers were talking of sac-
rificing their property and removing west, now we set
day-light—we s#e our way clear. Our indebtedues
is removed entirely from our shoulders, with scarce
an increase of our taxes. You recolleet that the
whigs when i power a few years ago, (I forget the
precise year,) levied a tax of 40 cents on the 100 dol-
| lars and a poll tax of one dollar, and that too withou!
meeting the debt, or enabling us to see the end of 1t
Now we impose only 29 cents on the 100 dollars and
a poll tax of but 73 cents, and what is best of all,
we not only pay all the interest that is demandable of
us, but we actoally provide a surplus to extinguish
{ultimately the whole of the principal. And how have
we done1t!  Why, by making the canal pay one half
of the entire debt, bodily—a canal that in our own
hands has never yet paiud the expenses and perhaps
never would. And all this we have done, not by selling
the canal to the bondholders —po—hut by putting it
in the hands of three American cilizens as trustees
whose business it is, to keep a correct account be-
tween the parties. Two of these three trustees an
be Indianians, and one is to be appointed by the

to WM

| State authorities, and they are after all to be subject

to the control and jurisdiction of our own courts, should
any compluint exist against them. And not only

8o,

but the Stute has the right to regulate the amount of

tolls on the canzl, not however to be lower of course
than on similar works elsewhere. Over and above
all, the State has the right of n-d"’vul.ug the canal af
any lime, out of the hands of the trustees. And then
just reflect, the bondhoiders run the risk of the profit
of the ecanal being saflicient to pay the one half of
the interest due them—and if the profits amount to
more, it belongs to the State. s not this a good bar-
gain? Al the is theirs and all the
chance of gain 18 ours.
be finished in four years, without the expense of one
additiona! cent to the State!! Really my friend,

“ '.|‘.‘_—| ce f_:F {0ss

those who do not like the State debt bill, must have |

not only been born crying, but they can’t have got
their faces straight yet. They must be confirmed
cronkers and grumblers,

their bread and butter.
amazingly popu'ar—mark my words. We have heard
of some of the strongest opponents to the measures
having already wheeled into its support since the ad-
journment.
| You say that one or two have ventured to hint that
the bill was passed by bribery. It is a base falschood
and no man but one willing to be bribed, or conscious
of innate corruption, would thus judge of others by
himself. He must have a bad opinion of himself and
of mankind. [t would be a more likely supposition that
the bondholders, or their ageat were bribed to offer us
such favorable terms. But the bare insinuation is ma-
lignantly false, as applied to any of the parties. The
carping slanderer ought to be ashamed to show his
face, in respectable company.

Confidently believing that you will look back to the
able and disinterested support which you gave the

measure with pride and gratification, and wishing you |

health, prosperity and happiness, I am, dear sir,
Very truly your friend.

Pictons Tawez Miues Loxe.—A late number of

| Morris's new paper contains & notice of a painting |
| which will, when completed, cover a canvas upwards |

| of three mules tn length! It will form a perfect pano-
|rama of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, showing,
| with the greatest fidellity, all the beautiful scenery on
their borders, with the islands, cities, towns, villages
and wood-yards. It is & vast and noble conception
of the artist’s mind ; and we are pleased to hear that
| he is making rapid progress towards the completion
of the work. The panorama commences at Pittsburgh,
showing the Obiv river from thence to its juoction
with the Mississippi at Cairo, and then the “ great fa-

abilities and understanding, sgreeable to the Coanstitution | ther of waters,” from the mouth of the Missouri to the | ative, suffer himself thus i

| Galf of Mexico, a continuous line of scenery of more
| than three thousand miles in extent.

In A Baxpeox.—The Lehigh (Pa.) Bulietin relates |

that a Mr. Macungie, of that county, wus recently,
| winle riding slong the road homeward, accusted by
La white female, and requested to carry her bandbox.
| He complied, and offered ber a seat in lis wagon into

« Any citizen of this Siate, who shall, after the adaption | the bargain, but she refused. As requs sted, he earried | Whigs always puarsue, when they are driven by the
of this Constitution, fight & duel with desdly weapons | the box to the next tavern, handed it out, and waited | people out of office. No one ever heard of that party,
with a eitizen of this State, or send or accept 8 challenge | fur the lady to come up. After his own and the pa- | when in power, practicing the least leniency, or even
to fight a duel with deadly weapons. either within the | tience of the innkeeper was exhausted by her delay, | courtesy, towards their political opponents ; the re-
State, or out of it, with a citizen of this State,or who | the box was opened and had in it—not a new cap or | cords of both the national and the State Government

| bounet—but a jet black child, fast asleep! It is per-
' haps unoecessary to state that the “ lady ™ never
|came to hand, and the infant was taken to the poor
house of Lehigh county.

Goon Neicusoruoop.—About three weeks since a
saw and grist mill were burnt at Vinalhaven. It was
whispered about among the neighbors over the island,
that on a certain day all the men and boys should as-
semble with teams, and spend at least one day for the
benefit of the sufferer. At early dawn the town was in
motion. Between oneand two hundred men and thirty-
five teams repaired to the woods, and soon the old mill
site became thronged with sturdy laborers. The tim-
ber for the two mills was hauled, hewn, and the whole
nearly ready for raising, before night. That was the
right spirit, and with such a principle of benevo-
lence in active exercise, most of the crushing rigors
of life could be greatly mitigaied or prevented.—Ban-
gor Whig.

A New Feware Secr has just a in o part
of Ohio, ealled ** The Female Kings,” who hold that
the order of nature has been reversed——that the time
has now srrived when ** the last shall be first.” con-
sequently that woman is the lord of creation and man
her servant. They have succeeded in making a num-
ber of converts, among them probably ladies who are
disposed to wear the breeches.
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From the Jacksonian, March 2 5.
The Siate Journanl and ihe
Bench,
Mr. Defrees, since the adjournment of the Legis-
latare, in default of anything better wh rewith to at-
tack Gov. Whitcomb, has been repes ‘edly harping

Supreme

|entirely under his own control.

Then again, our canal is to |

They would gquarrel not |
ouly with their wives and children, but even with |

[ tell you the bill will be |

about his course in relation to the v reme Bench.

| He devotes a long and most extraordin iry article to
Ithis subject in the first pumber of his paper, which

appears in its vew and neat dress, and which is now
[t is a pity that he
has soiled its neat columns with matle r in itself so
\derogatory to his character as a manly and magnau-
imous political editor. He pretends to have procured,
by some means, the examination of Mr, Perkins,
| when he obtained license from the Sep reme Judges to
practice in their court, and publishes w_hat e says was
two of the questions put to him on that occasion, and
his answer thereto, Since the practic : has obtained
to have the<e examinations in writing, this is the first
time we ever heard that they were pv blic property ;
we had always understood that they w ere considered
entirely confidentinl and that their )ublication, by
either the Bench or the applicant was a viclation of
judicial etiquette, deserving the conc »mnation and
censure of every honorable member of the Bar. If
a candidate for license were found afle r an examina-
tion, thus confidentially made, to be winquallified to
practise in that court, the license was not awarded,
and he was let off, with the least poss ble mortifica-
tion. We never new before, (nor do we believe now)
that any were licensed, unless they w 2re qualified.
If, however, the statements made by DM r. Defrees are
troe, (which we cannot believe) it appars some are

the case with Mr. Perking; and that th » question and
answers are carefully preserved by this spotless tri-
bunal, to be used by them or their subox linates, as oe.
-agion may rcquire for ambitious ends, and

throw the's future rivals. Thisis placing 7 the 8

to over-

upreme

truly ! It is a singular and striking evis lence that the
Ermine is unsoiled with selfishness arcl above suspi-
cion or merited reproach. If Mr. Defre es has access
1o the written examination of Mr. Perlins, and in as
much as he publishes what purports to be a portion of
it (whieh, if troe, fulls far short of pr¢ving him un-
jualified for the place he now occupies) we call upon
him to publish a certified copy of ta2 whole of it,
with notes by him, explaining when he answered cor-
.‘l:t'l!}'.

The questions that Mr, Defrees pul)’ ishes involves
no axiom or principle of law, nnd are of themselves
vholly unimportant, Moreover, for aaght we know,
we are no lawyer) are snswered correctly. Will
e show wherein Mr. Perkins is inccrrect, and give
the true and full answers and definit ions !
ve think be of great service lo the Bar, and fiture
ipplicants ; for, from sheer curiosity, we have asked
several supreme court lawyers the same questions,
ind find them wholly unable to answer one of them, and
leclaring that the others so far as he coes, is correct.
As to a wril of certiorart, Ihf"\-‘ answer like he says

wmving had oceasion to call for one the v do not know
the rule of the supreme eourt in the p1 emises. They
all say it is a very singular kind of ¢ question, and
very simply and unnecessarily propounded. They
pronounced their publication by a lev-yer as being
widence of the want of qualifications of another
lawyer, as rendering the publisher much more ridicu-
lons than the man to whow they were propounded.
We have heard of Judges putting questions some-
times that Hn'_\' counld not answer 11:"-!!1501!.‘(,'5. and
even framing questions in such a manner as to show
they were ignorant of the point at which they were
driving.
answers; perhaps something of this may be disclosed
in this case. We have no doubt that tiwe old Bench,
with the exception of Sullivan, are good lawyers,—
we have never heard him spoken of in that Light, till
recently, but nevertheless, the Democrat ic party have

disparage him, in order to make room for a political
friecnd. In this there bas ever been a st-iking differ-
ence between the two parties. While the one are
willing to allow their political apponents all the repu-
tation and credit they can acquire, the cther is ever
attempting to disparage and traduce their political
rivals, The Supreme Bench, is now held up to be a
tribunal, requiring almost super-human talents and
abilities, (and of eourse no Democrat knov s anything)
yet any lawyer or circuit Judge will say that it really
requires more ability to make a good Cireuit Judge,
| than a good Supreme Judge. Why ! Because in the
one case the Judge iscompelled to decide points,—and
the same ones too, that go to the Supremie Court—on
the spur of the moment—promptly and off’ some where
in the woods, with no law library to refer to to aid
him ; whereas the other can take his own time—many
vears if they follow in example of the old Bench—to
decide them. He has access toa law lilirary, furnish-
[ed by the State, wherein he can find a decision upon
any point. But Mr., Perkins has edited a partizan
newspaper, and is a young man! Who was the late
Judpe Story, than whom a more ahle and accomplish-
ed jurist never graced the Bench of this or any other
|country ! He, too, was once a youn:;s man, and we
| are informed once a political partizan, and writer too,
| and whi’s such, was placed upon the Supreme Bench
| of the United States,
| It is fortunate for his subsequent brilliant judicial
| career, that Mr. Defrees, did not live: cotemporary with
him, for he would have doubtless prostrated the ad-
| ministration of Mr. Madison for appointing him and
effected his rejection by the Senate, and thus nipped
| him in bud. He was a flaming Democrat too, when
|he was appointed. But ** partizan considerations™
ought not to have any influence in selecting the judi-
{einry. How come Mr. Madison to appoint Story?
Were there not older and as thea considered, much
| abler, Federalists to be found to take it ! Certaiuly ;
but Mr. Madison was influenced by ** partizan consid-
erations.”
 Partizan eonsiderations ! What considerations
placed Sullivan on the Bench at first?  Certainly not
because he was the best qualified man in the State.
| No one pretended this. What * considerations ™ in-
variably give every whig vote to every whig candi-
date that ever presents himself for a Circuit Judgship
before the Legislature, when he is opposed by a Dem-
crat! What President ever appointed a political op-

licensed who are not qualified, as he intimates was |

Bench on enviable independent and impa rtial grounds, |

It will, |

Perkins did. that it is to *‘ remove eavses,” but never |

Let the public see all these questions and |

not thonght it honorable or necessary 1o attempt to |

Remarkable Trial.
The fullowing abridged report of a remarakable

trial is taken from the London Spectator :—

A trial which has excited the greatest interest com-
menced in the Court of Queen's Bench on Saturday.
| It was an action for damages brought by Mary Eliza-
| beth Smith against Earl Ferrers. The Solicitor-Gen-
{ersl stated the case for Miss Smith, to this effect :—
The intimacy which ripened into offers of marriage
commenced in 1539 ; when the lady was only fificen
years of age, and the Earl, then Lord Tamworth, not
much older. The parties came within range of each
other in Warwickshire ; Miss Smith residing at Aus-
trey with her father and mother, people of respecta-

neighborhood with Mr. Atcherly, his tutor. When
Miss Smith's parents heard of the meetings of the
youthful couple, they did not approve of the intimacy,
and sent their daughter to London and then to France,
to be out of the way.

In 1840, Lord Tamworth went abroad ; and return-
ing in 1542, renewed the intimacy with the lady, be-
gan to write letters declaratory of love, made offers
of marriage, and claimed pledges of acceptance.
His lordship proved an ardent and laborious letter-
writer ; penning the effusions on small scraps of pa-
per, and sending them to Miss Smith with many apol-
ogies for the indistinctness of the penmanship. None
of the earlier letters had been preserved ; but those
received in the first six mouths of 1544 were produc-
ed and read in Court. The contents were very multi-
farivus.
affection and aspirgtions for a speedy union. The
topies; mentioning little personal incidents, giving
critical notices of his companions and prominent pub-
lic characters, and making allusions to the engage-
went of servants and lwuse-furnishings. He was
never ata loss for a subject, or for an expression ;
obviously taking the wurds or phrase which came
|uppermost. The writer begins his letters ufter these
fashions—**Dearest Mary,” “My own love,” *“Mary,
| dearest and ever-beloved,” “My dearest Mary." A
’I}'u' extracts fullow—

| are the only liope of one to whom a palace would be a
desort, an.d England no home, without you—VJar dearer
| to me than ench earthly blessing, wilhout which no one
j or any would be of value. Mary, you, who are all in all
1o me, take care of yourseli; and wand when you return
from walking you change your shocs. You may laugh
at me, but you are not particular, I know, in this respect,
and you muy take cold.” ' ~ .
“1 bave purchased a beautiful carpet for your roum at
{C Evelyn stepped in and caught me looking at my
purchases. He laughed and asked me what 1, a bachelor,
shuuld do with those fine things; or il they were pres-
ents? | said | should send them to the country—that
they were for myself. He admired my taste, and remusk-
| ed the next thing would be a wile, he supposed. No-

"

{ thing more was said.
[ thought of ; but of that more when we meel.

L] -

“Your pareel and last note reached me the day ere |

yesterday ; and, though much engaged, I write immedi-
{ately to thank you for them. ‘Flhe haondkerchiel 1 shall
| prize above all other handkerchiefs. ‘Thank you much,
| denrest. Your note 1 have read and re-read.” - »
“With several other gentlemen [ often go to hear the
speeches in the House. Really "ts a greal treat, and
| what you would like, and your futher, oo, much, I fancy.
When we stay in London, for our marriage, he wmust
| come up. Then he will bave the pleasure of hearing his
| friend Sir Robert epeak. What a clever fellow he 5. 1
have had sent w0 C. a dozen very pretty chairs, and a
| large swing glass for your own special use, fair lady, and
| ordered furniture for your own room.”’ » . -
“The second handkerchief has been received, dearest
| Mary, and with it your own kind and sensible noles
i .'I‘I.-"gn.la_l to hear lrom you, best and most beloved ; and
| those notes make me more than ever s_au:-i‘u-d with she
| whom I have chosen for my future wife. (_inl_\-. for the
| shade of gloom contained in them, do 1 get into what is
vulgutly termed a fidget, and wander.” = % =
The letters were signed for the most part *Wash-
ington Ferrers,” and in some instances **Ferrers.”
His lordship was rather fastidivus in the matter of
dress ; and Miss Smith's costume not exactly pleasing
| him, he desired her to purchase certain things, and
regard them as presents from himself; promising to
supply the money. She complied, and, without the

to the amuunt of 2040,
his Lordship did not send the money ; and the credi-
tors becoming clamorous, the lady was obliged to
mention her difficulties to her parents. This led to a
correspondence between the father and the Earl ; théd
result of which was a promise to pay the muoney, and
caused ‘*vexation to Mary !V

The money, however, was never forthcoming ; it
was advanced by Miss Smith's grandfather. Letters
continued to pass between the lovers. May, (1544,)
was named fur the marriage ; and the necessary pre-
parations were made, but the wedding was afterward
postponed till August. The postponement, coupled
with reports in the papers that Earl Ferrers was
about to marry another lady, induced Mr. Smith to
wrile to him, demanding a declaration of the time
that the marriage with his daughter was to take place.
The reply was in all respects satisfactory. Not so
the performance ; for a notice shortly afterward ap-
peared of his marriage with Miss Chichester.

The pleas on behalf of Earl Ferrers amounted to
this—that he had made no prowise of marriage and
that the letters produced were forgeries.

Various witnesses were examined to prove that the
letters produced in Court were in the hand writing of |
Earl Ferrers. The reverend Edward Francis Arden,
was one of them, and his storv was singular. He
had been perzonally acquainted with Lord Ferrers be-
fore his going abroad; and on the Earl's return was |
appointed chaplain, retaining the office till May, 1844. |
He frequently resided with his lordship at his seats,
Chartley Castle and Staunten Harold. During these
visits there was much conviviality, and “larking ;"
the chiaplain wearing disguises like Lord Ferrers, and
sallying out at nigin in search of adventures, DMr.
Arden expressed lus belief that all the letters were in
his lordship’s hand-writing. He admitted that be had |
been engaged in getting up evidence for the prosecu-
tion. An ex-footman spoke decidedly to the hand-
writing ; but the other witnesses did not display the
same confidence.

Seme persons living in Austrey swore to having
seen the lady and the gentleman talking together in
the village, in 1843. The pareats of the young wo-
man were also examined ; and spoke to many of the

| ponent to the supreme bench ! Not one—there never
| will be one. What ** consideration™ induced every |
| Whig Senator, to come to the resolution, before any |
nominalion was made, as Mr. Defrees inadvertently
admits, to coufirm * noother than the old Bench!™
And what was this, but a saying to the Governor,
** You shall appoint whom we please " Would any
| independent Executive, having the least regard for |
the preservation of his rightful constitutional prerog- |
nsultingly brow-beaten and
:clri\'ml into measures! What would Old Hickory
| have done under like circumstances?! He had occa-
| sion while President to appoint a District Judge, in
this State and the late Judge Holman was the appli-
cant. Weare told he refused to appoint him until he
| knew the Judge's opinion about the constiiutionality
| of & United State's Bank.

It is really langhable to witness the course the

will clearly slow this; yet the moment that the scep-
| ter departs from them, and they are given to under-
' stand their services can be dispensed with, even after |
| they have served out their constitutional term, as was
the case with the old Bench, they immediately raise
a dreadful howl of * proscription.”

When in 1841, the hard cider dynasty were install-
ed, the number of removals that took place in the sin-
gle snceeeding month, exceeded by far the whole num-
ber that had occurred in the four preceeding years
under Mr. Van Buren. Mr. Webster was in such a
hurry to remove the Chief Clerk in the State Depart-
ment to make room for his own son that he actoally

facts already enurnerated as to the progress of the in-
timacy,—the receipt of the letters, the purchase of
““the present,"” and the preparations which were made
for the marriage. Tie mother said she had never

bility but not rich ; and the young lord living in the |

Tle staple was made up of declarations of |

lover descended occasionally into more commonplace |

“Pray take every care of yourself, dearest—forget not you |

A pisno must be the next thing |

knowledge of ber father and mother, made purchases |
But, although often pressed, |

an expression of regret that his indiscretion !.-ml4

| Tenn., on Houston river, on Sunday, 13th.

——
bonnet, he was in Scotland with his regiment. The

attorney-gencral now came more closely to the point.
He produced four anonymous letters which Earl
Ferrers had received after Lis return from abroad,
| written by a lady and full of expressions of the most
|ardent affection. Maoy more had been received, but
|they were destroyed ; and it was only after a search
{ that the four now produced were discovered. Two
| bandkerchiefs had also been received on separate oc-
casions. The first letter was dated 19th December,
| 1842, and contained a key to the “signal rose” spoken
of by Mrs. Smith. After an apologetic introduction,
the fair letter writer, under the designation of “Isa,”
goes on to say—

*“Now, for what I have to tell you ; it is this. There
is a public ball at Tamworth every Christmas, generally
about the Gth or 8th of January. Go, 1 advise you go ;—
there will, to my knowledge, ge a young lady at the ball
whom I wish you to see and dance with, She is very
beautiful ; has dark hair and eyes ; 10 short, she is baugh-
ty and graceful as & Spaniard ; il and majestic as a Cir-
cassian ; beautiful as an Italian ; | can say no more.
You have only to see her to love—that you must do. She
is fit for the bride of a Prince. Go, look well round the
room! You will find her by this description. She may
wear one while rose in her dark hair. Go early. Ifyou
see her not there, you will never see her, for she is fike s
violet hid amidst many leaves, only to be found when

sought for. | know she is young, and it is my wish that
she should have some one 1o protect her.”

| Afer counsel had closed his commentary, Mr.
| Evelyn Philip, the cousin of Lord Ferrers, Mrs. Han-
bury Tracy, his sister, Mr. Hanbury Tracy, his bro-
her-in-law, and Mr. Devereux Shirley, his brother,
were examined. They declared that the letters were
not in the handwriting of Earl Ferrers : that he was
not in the practice uf]vr;t:u;;_ on scraps of paper ; they
contained many mistakes as to the names aud ineci-
dents ; it was proved also that Mr. Devereux Shirley
was in Scotland at the time of the alleged nterview
sl Ashby,

On Wednesday, the Solicitor-General stated, that
as he was pot is a pasition o meet or explain the let-
ters addaced for the defence, he should withdraw the
case. and allow the platntiff to be

The Attorney-Ge neral and the Court approved of
this course, The letters produced on both sides were
impounded, also the two handkerchiefs which Earl
| Ferrers had received from his heart-sick correspond-
ent, with a view to proceedings against Miss Smith
| and perhaps others for conspiracy.

noasuited,

Ax EvcoremenT.—In consequence of fair promises
{of marriage, a young lady of Cabotville, Mass., (a
manufacturing town on the line of the Boston and
Albany Railroad,) was induced to elope with & young
man at that place. They twuk * Freneh Jeave,” and
went cirnight on to Buffulo as fast as the steam horso
could whirl them there. On their arrival in that city
they took rooms at one of the fir<t Hotels, and the
young man told the all unsuspecting girl that he had
sent out for a minister, who would svon tie their des-
tinies together in the *hard knot' of matrimony.
But then, poor creature, came a bittér disappointment
—a destruction of the airy castle hope had built.
| Under this comforting assurance, and taking advan-
'tage of her confidence in the near approach of the
consummation of Ler fondest anticipations and bright-
est dreams, the faithless villian attempted to accom-
plish the ruin of the fair girl, whose atfections be had
won, and who had given covincing proofs cf her at-
tachment to him, and reliunce on bie promises. Bat
the fellow was baulked in his infamous design. The
vigorous resistance of the poor girl and ber cries for
help, brought assistance ere her strength failed her.
| The landlord burst into the room, and soon received
a frank and honest statement of all the circumstances
from the girl. His measures were quickly taken.
At his request the weeping girl left the room. Then
locking the door he said to the faithless, heartless fel-
low—** Now you contemptible scoundrel, bring to me
all your baggage and open it."—The command was
obeyed. **Now," he added, * strip yourself of all
your outer garments, and hand them to me.”—This
order was also obeyed. He then searched his tronk
|and pockets, and taking therefrom all the money that
he could find, amounting to about §060, he returned to
the fellow his clothes and bagpgage, and when he had
dressed, gave him a hint to lenve the house, that he
was not siow to take. He then gave the girl all the
money,and putting her in the safe chnrge of a friend,
| sent her home to Cabotville. He has since received
a letter from her, thanking him heartily, in the name
of herself and her parents, for his timely aid in res-
cuing her so effectvally from an unmitigated villian.
Tie landlord has his reward, We trust the false-
hearted seducer will receive the full puuishlllent his
{ villiany merits.—Albany Cilizen.

InvortTaxt Facr.—The American Agriculturist
says that a pound of lean, tender, juicy mutton can
be raised for half the cost of the same quantity of fut
pork. Sheep can be kept in fine growing arder where
other domestic animals will scarcely exist, and thou-

| sands of acres in the State, under an enlightened sys-

[tem of sheep husbandry, may be made to pay a good

interest, where now they are nearly dead property in

the hands of their present owners.

(7~A fatal accident occurred in Knox county,
) Mr. Amos
Carter, his wife, and Miss Melinda Luttrell had attend-
ed meeting, and on their return home attempted to
cross the river in a canoe. The wind was blowing
very hard and overturned the vessel, and the two un-

fortunate females were drowned.

The Newport Mercury says Mrs. Martha Taber,
who was born in Newport, March 10, 1744, complet-
ed one hundred and two years on Tue-day last. She
resides with her daughter, Mrs. Knight, on the Lon
W harf, A yonger sister, Mrs. Phebe Stoddand, who

{ will be 90 years old in July, is now on a visit at the

same house. Both enjoy good health.

The Dam at Great Falls, N. H. was washed away
on the morning of the 26th ult. The centre of the
dam is taken right out at the bottom, so that the wa-
ter runs smoothly over the place where it stood.

IMPORT AND EXPORT OF SPECTE IN THE UNITED STATES.
Ezxport. Total.
U. 8 coin. Foreign coin. Ezpwl.
2746456 7287546 10,034,332
1,170.554 3 642585 4812539
107,427 1412919 1520336
183,405 5270809 5455214
544,446 7,562,049 & 606 485

Import.
4 958,635
4,087 016
22 330,335
5830429
4.070,242

1841
1842
1543
1844
1845

30,425 836

seen Lord Ferrers in her life; but has seen letters ad-
dressed 10 him by her daughter, which were put into
different post-offices by different persons; two hand-
kerchicfs were forwarded in two of the letters. Her
daughter received a bonoet from London, accompanied
by a note from Mr. Devereux Shirley, the Earl's bro-
ther ; but at Christmas a bill for the bonnet was sen!
in by Miss Wyman, of Ashby. The witness thought
there must have been some mistake ; her daughter
denied solemnly, in the presence of Miss Wyman,
that she had ordered the bonnet or had received it;
but subsequently admitted w0 her mother that the ac-
count was correct.
Her explanation wae, that Lord Ferrers had desired
her to purchase a bonnet; and, with a view of mak-
ipg it appear that it came from London, it wasagreed
that Mr. Devereux Shirley should meet her at Ashby
and give her a note to enclose in the box. The meet-
ing, she asserted, took place, and the note was put
into the box which contained the bonnet. The wit-
ness also mentioned an incident of some importance,
as afterward appeared, for the defence. It was, that
ghortly after Lord Ferrers returned from abread, a
ball took place at Tamworth, at which her davghter
was present, and wore a single white ruse in ber hair.
None of Lord Ferrers’ letters to her daughter came
by post, but, according to the girl’s statement, they
were delivered by Atkins and James, his lordship’s
servants. The witness admitted that some of the
Jetters purporling to be from Earl Ferrers bore a re-
semblance in certain parts to her daughter's writing.
On Tuesday the Attorney-General opened the case
for the defence ; promising 1o unfold one of the deep-

| ordered it to take place before he was qualified him-
| self; and after finding that it was the duty of the
functionary to qualify him, and that it could not be
done without overriding all precedent without him, he
‘was compelled to ask Mr. Martin to come and re-
isurno his post long enough to induct him into his
lace. Proscription stalked over and through every
partment—scattered into the most unimportant and |
minute places and ramifications, and, in its most odi-
ous and insolent forms. Every Whig leader and
Whig paper in the nation responded Amen to it
But the moment the tables are turned upon them, and
Nr. Polk comes into power, and makes a few remov-
als (not half esough) the pitiful, unmarly tears of
Whiggery begin to roll down their brazen cheeks over
* proscription,"

l

est and most dexterous cases of fraud and forgery
ever known in a court of justice. It was admitted
that Lord Ferrers and Miss Smith might have been
seen talking to each other at Austrey; but after his
return from abroad he had peither seen her nor cor-
responded with her. As to the authenticity of the
letters, one test was the post-marks; bat it o hap-
pened that they never had passed through the post-
office, having according 1o Miss Smith, been deliver-
ed by Lord Ferrers's servants.

Anather tést was internal evidence of the letters:
and from this it would be proved beyond a doubt that
they were fabricated; persons were mentioned in
them who Lad no existence, others were erroneously

Tolal 41,296,650 $5,052518 25316,408

Business of the M. and 1. Rail Read.

During the week ending April 4, 1846,
From our Madison Correspondent.
OUTWARD, ISWARD,
229 passengers 215 passengers
151,700 Ibs Merchandise 1,653 bush Wheat
129 bush Coal 623 bush Comn
3 kegs Powder 54 bush Beans
18 haif bbis Beer 284 bush Oats
20 bbls Whiskey 726 Lbls Flowt
22 bbis Sait 719 bhis Pk
3 Lbls Tar and Oil 809 kegs Lard
59 bhis Molasses 10,000 Staves
16 Plooghs 15,000 feer Lomber
1 Wagon 20 cords Wood
47,000 1bs other freight.

The river is falling fast, yet busipess continves brisk.
Flour, $3 5652 3 75; wheat, 62 2 55; bacon, 44 to 4§ hog
round ; Coffee, 8 a 84; Suogar, 5§ a 7; molasses, 33 a 45;
rice, 6; castings, $60 per ton; iron, 34 ; nails round, 4 75,

Yours, N. 1.

THE MARKETS.

CINCINNATI, Aptll 7, 1846,

Frova.—A sale of 200 bbls from store at $3,75 delivered
and inspected ; 50 at $3,70 in store; 35 at $3,78; 1000,
Harrison, I2., brand, at §3 65 delivered at river.

Witsxy.—Sales from river this morning of 42bbisat 174
30 at 174; 41 at 17¢; 35 and 20 from wagon at same.

Larp —Sales yesterday of 700 kege No 1, enty rendered,
at Gc ; 400 do do country st same ; 500 do city is reported
at 6e; 32 bbls good No 2 country at Sjc; 4 do do al same;
15 do No I this momning at 6ec.

Bacox.—A sale of 200 cks Lee’s sugar-cured hams bagz-
ed, yesterday at 9c cash, cks extra; 2 do shoulders at 4e,
ck+ extra, 350 pes shoulders at $3 55, nett.

SarT.—A sale of 100 bbls Kanawha No | from store this
morning at 18c.

Burrea —A sale of 49 kege good at 63c; 15 bbls roll do
at 7e; 10 bbls 4 cks and 10 kegs at 64e per Ib round.

GrocERIES.—Sales on yesterday 4 hhds fair sugar at
6 3-8c; 2 doat 64c; 10 do fair ot Gfcy !?o:-pprhclh

Coffee at 83c; 50 do fair do at 83¢ per Ib. 74 bbls Molas-
ses at 35e.

Porx.—A sale of 26 bblz Mess this morning at §9 .50,
—_————————_———
Married,

On the 2d of April, 1846, by William Sullivan, Esq.,
of Indianspolis, at the residence of William Holmes,
Esq., in Wayne township, Mr. Joux H. Hazewr to
Miss MaxTaa, daughter of Winriam Houmes, Esq.,

described ; and as to Mr. Devereux Shirley, instead
of being in a position to. meet Miss Smith about the

all of Marion county, Indiana.




